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Best Management
Practices

The natural features in Cannon
Township are a valuable resource and
asset to our community. It is our desire
to preserve them for us, our children
and generations to come. We hope
these recommendations will result in
that preservation.
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The purpose of this Best Management
Practices (BMP) document is to protect
and preserve the functions of the natural
ecosystems in Cannon Township. The
Township Board and Planning Commis-
sion agree that the conservation, protec-
tion and restoration of natural features
are a matter of paramount public con-
cern in the interest of the health, safety
and general welfare of the Township.

Through the use of education and
motivation the board encourages
developers, builders and residents to
protect and preserve these important
natural features.

Definitions of words in bold can be found in the
Best Management Practices Glossary.

Recommended Activities During
Construction

• Developers/builders/residents are
encouraged to maintain soil erosion
control and measures to minimize
impacts to natural features and to
maintain permanent identification
of natural features through the
protection of woodlands and the
critical root zones of protected
trees by fencing or other substantial
barriers

• maintenance of soil erosion control
structures and measures to minimize
impacts to natural features

• maintenance of identification
markers of natural features during
construction

Discouraged Activities in Natural
Features Areas

• clearing of existing vegetation, except
for non-native invasive species

• soil disturbance by grading, stripping
or similar practices

• filling or dumping
• drainage by ditches, under-drains or

similar systems
• application of pesticides, except for

periodic spraying of noxious weeds or
non-native invasive species



Natural Features Transition
Area Specifications

Natural features transition areas
function as a buffer between high
activity areas and sensitive natural
features. The following specifications
are encouraged to maintain undisturbed
transition areas:

• 50 feet from critical habitats

• 50 feet from the edge of wetlands

• 35 feet from the shoreline area
beginning at the ordinary high
water mark

• 25 feet from the edge of steep slopes

• 25 feet from the stream banks

• 2 feet beyond the critical root zone
of protected trees

Areas of Concern

Natural features include wetlands,
water bodies, water courses, wood-
lands, scenic vistas, steep slopes and
critical habitats.

Objective

The Township Board and Planning
Commission encourage:

• establishment of minimum transition
areas for the protection of natural
features

• creation and/or preservation of green-
way corridors

• protection of the water quality of
water courses and other significant
water resources

• protection of the Township’s riparian
and aquatic ecosystems

• preservation of natural features
during development or alteration to
land or an existing structure

• protection of critical habitats
• preservation of existing woodlands

and individual protected trees such
as mature oak, hickory, beech, maple,
ash, white pine and heritage and
landmark trees

• coordination of the Township’s plan-
ning, zoning, and land development
approval processes with township,
state and federal programs designed
to preserve and protect natural
features



Benefits and Values of
Natural Features

Natural features are valuable
resources that provide a multitude of
benefits and values. The benefits and
values provided are:

• restoration and maintenance of the
chemical, physical and biological
integrity of water resources

• removal of pollutants carried in urban
storm water runoff

• provision of infiltration areas for
storm water runoff

• reduction of erosion and the control
of sedimentation stabilization of
stream banks and the protection of
stream channels

• preservation of critical habitat for
native plants and wildlife

• opportunity for passive as well as
active forms of recreation

• protection and preservation of the
appearance of the rural atmosphere
throughout the Township

• enhancement of the overall quality of
life for persons residing within the
Township and for those who visit the
Township

Natural Features Identification
Assessment

Prior to the beginning of any develop-
ment, a natural features identification
assessment is encouraged. The assess-
ment should include:

• a site inventory; to include a written
description of the extent, quality and
condition of the natural features on
the property

• photographs of natural features includ-
ing scenic vistas

• a site map illustration of the identified
natural features. Map should include
locations and types of natural features,
including the delineated edges of wet-
lands, water bodies, water courses,
woodlands, steep slopes, critical
habitats and natural features transition
areas. This site map illustration should
include the natural features to be pre-
served as well as those to be altered or
destroyed as part of development.

• an inventory of all protected trees on
the property, delineating those to be
saved and those to be removed and
providing a woodland protection plan
for preservation of remaining trees

• a written management plan for protec-
tion of natural features during develop-
ment, demonstrating how the develop-
ment will avoid damage to natural
features during construction activities

Member(s) of the Natural Features Advisory
Team (NFAT) may be available to assist the
developer, builder and/or resident in the collec-
tion of the natural features information.


